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1.1 Introduction.

In this outline of our conceptual work, a review largely based on elementary methods,
which have been common mathematical currency for over two centuries, we describe
explorations of the mathematical landscape concerning global field theorems for
exponential powers.

In Section 1.2, we introduce an exponential notation.

Section 2.1 restates foundational rules for real exponentiation, providing proofs for
the basic ‘binomial exponent’ and ‘geometric exponent’ theorems.

Section 2.2 continues with new cyclotomic variants of the ‘Fermat subtraction’,
‘Fermat addition’ and ‘linear combination’ factorisation theorems, the latter being a

formula that is a linear combination of the previous two.

Section 2.3 develops in many variables the linear combination factorisation theorem.



Prime number, factorisation and divisibility theorems are discussed in Section 3. In
particular, we obtain primality conditions not dealt with in most textbooks, e.g. for
‘generalised Fermat’ numbers, for positive natural numbers y or & > 1 and p, we
prove that no number of the form y* + & is prime, except for the possibilities p = 1 or
p a power of 2. For ‘generalised Mersenne’ numbers, no representations of primes are
of the form Y’ — &, except for the possibilities p = 1, or 8 = (Y — 1) and p prime. We
also discuss a linear combination of powers prime number theorem and continue with
a discussion on factorisation of pth powers " + &.

This Section also discusses developments of Fermat’s little theorem, including
theorems connected with reciprocity.

Section 4 analyses using elliptic curves the number of solutions mod 4 of differences
and sums of pth and different powers.

I would like to thank especially Doly Garcia for discussions and Roger Goodwin for

his advice, and to thank the mathematics department of the University of Sussex in
providing facilities for checking some long computations on Quadronacci numbers.

1.2 The d° = aTh Ackermann-Knuth notation for exponentiation. [4]

We use sparingly a special symbolism to obtain our results and think a supplementary
notation “T” for aTb = a” is suggestive and appropriate. “aTbh” must coexist with the
current convention, so we would still use e.g. sin’0. This has the advantages of being
more compact than exp{b}, complicated expressions become more visible and
simpler to notate, long sequences of exponents of exponents become easy to write and
friendly on line spacing, the choice between (aTb)Tc and aT(be) allows flexibility and
nuance, and because usually aT(ch) * (aTb)Tc, the non-associative nature of
exponentiation becomes easy to specify.

2.1 Fundamental exponential theorems for real numbers.

Leta, b, ... toh, o, B, v, 8 € R" be non-negative real numbers and j, k, ... to z€ N be
natural numbers. N starts from 1, unless O is otherwise indicated. Multiplication will
take precedence over exponentiation in implicit bracketing. We admit i[(—a)T(J_rp)]
and i[aT(ib)] as terms, but not otherwise £[(-a) T(xb)].

Factorisation of real numbers, or of complex numbers a + ib, is not unique. Natural
numbers factorise uniquely, and there is a type of unique factorisation for Heegner
numbers, given by p + q\/—l, p+ q\/—2 or V2(p + q\/—r), where -1 is one of -3, -7, -11, -19,
-43,-67 or -163.

Since exponentiation is in general not associative, we need to understand both sides of
(@Tb)Tc # aT(bTc), which is one of the principal objectives of our paper. Now
@Th)Te = aTb x ¢), (a x b)Tc = (aTe) x (bTe), aT(b + ¢) = (aTb) x (aTc) and the
binomial theorem is (a + b)Tq = £(r = 0, @)[q!/r!(q — n)!]ad? ~ . We adopt the
convention that 0! = 1 and writing linearly put a x q=X(r =0, q — 1) a, where the sum
is 0ifq=0, and aTq =II(r=0, g — 1) a, where the product is 1 if q=0.



Of course, aT(bTc) may be resolved immediately using the formula
aT®T(c +d) =aT[bTe)bTd)],
or equivalently
aTbTe) = aT{d[bT(c — logyd)]}
= {aT[bT(c - logyd)]} Td. m

In comparison with the rule for a% in terms of products above, the binomial theorem
for (1 + m)? gives an inductive formula for p?, p > 2, in terms of sums.
pl=q{2t=0,p-3)[EZ(p-2-¢=0,q—2(u=0,t— Drp_o_u)(I/1p_2_¢!)
[Z(o0=0,q-2(v=0, Orp_2_)(1/ro![q = Z(Ww =0, t + Drp_2_w]DI]}.

Proof. We employ a proof by induction. Using a new variable s, which starts from the
first term s = 0, the (s + 1)th term in a binomial expansion of (1 + p)? is
[q!/s!(q - )[pT(q - 9)].
Hence, putting s =, _ 1, the sum of all these terms is
Atip.q = ! E(tp-1= 0, (/rp—1) [1/@ = 15— D [pT(@ = 15 D1},
so since the binomial theorem gives
2T(g-r) =1+ DT(@-11)=Z@=0,q-r){(g-r)/rl(q-r-r0)!1},
the binomial expansion, A4, g, for (1 + p)Tq, p = 2, is equal to our postulated formula
3Tq =q![ Z(r =0, Q)(I/r){ Z(ro = 0, q — r)[1/ro}(q — 11— 1)!1}].
Now, assuming the formula for pTr, with r = q — Ip-1<(, above
Atspq = qH{ (- 1=0, /1) [/(q—1p- D] {(@ -1, D! X(t=0,p-3)
[Z(tp-2-1=0,q-Z@=0, Orp-1- )(U/p-2- 1)
[E0=0,q-2(v=0,t+ Drp_ - )(U/ro!(q-E(w =0, t+ 2)rp,_1 - w)HII} }.
Rearranging where t varies from O to p — 3, and cancelling terms
Atip.qg=qH{ Z(t=0,p-3)[Z(p-1=0, q)(I/r,_1 1)
[Z(rpfz— =0, q- Y(u=0,t )rpfl— u)(l/rpfz— )
[Z(@o=0,q-X(v=0,t+ Drp_1-)(I/ro!(q - E(w =0, t + 2)rp 1 - w)DII}},
so the second line summation starts from r, _,. This implies
A, q=q{Zt=0,p-2)[Z(p-1-=0,q-2u=0,t—Drp_1- )(U/rp_1-¢})
[Z(@0=0,q-2X(v=0,0rp-1-)(I/rol(q - E(w =0, t+ Dryp_1 - WD},
where t varies from 0, then 1 (e.g. r, > sum) to p — 2, that is, A= (1 + p)Tq. [ |

Using aT(Z(j = 0, k) z) = I1(j = 0, k)(aTz), aT(pTq) can be expanded out using the
above formula to give the binomial exponent factorisation theorem (BEFT), or
expanded out fully as nT(qu).

The geometric exponent factorisation theorem (GEFT) for aT(qu) is
aTbY =a{II(r=0,q- 1) aT[(b = D)b™]}.

Proof. Consider the geometric series
Sp=0 + b’ +0b>  + ... ... + ob"™.
The sum is
Sp=afl — b V)1 b9
Insert o = [b° — 1] and n = q — 1. Then the sum becomes
[b9—1]=[b = 1{®BHTO+ )T + ... ... +®9T(q-1)},
yielding
aT[b-1]1=TIr=0,q- 1) aT{[(b° - 1][bTr]}. m



The geometric series is related to cyclotomic equations, studied in the generalised
Fermat factorisation theorems of section 2.2.

Incidentally, when the arithmetic (a special case of Bernoulli) series formula
at* D = [TI(r = 0, q) 2™
is combined with the GEFT above, it gives the result
al=(a"H{II(r =0, q) aT[(4r - 3/2(q + 1))/(2q + 3)1},
which reduces to
q="+X(r=0,q[4r-3/2(q+ 1))/2q + 3)],
as can be reconfirmed by routine calculation. A permutation of the argument gives
q=-32+X(@r=0,q[@r-3/2(q+ 1))/(2q - 1)].

Proof. We give a proof motivated by exponentiation. The arithmetic series sum is
X(r=0,9r=q(q+ )2,
thus
al9* Y = [TI(r= 0, q) 2"~
Now
aq+ D=+ %)’ -%.
It follows that
aT(q+ %) =a""[TIr=0, q) a™].
Applying the geometric formula gives
al(q+1%)’=a{Ilr=0, 1) aTl(q - ¥2)((q + 2 T}
= alaT(q - ¥)][aTl(q - ¥a)(q + W)]]
=alaT(q—)1T(q + 3/2).
We deduce
[aT(q 219" % = 2™ T1(x = 0, g)a™],
the last product having q + 1 factors, from r = 0 to r = q. This right hand side is
[a—3(q + 1)/4(q + 1)][ H(I' — 0’ q) aZr] — H(I' — 0’ q)a(Zr— 3/4(q + 1))‘
Thus exponentiating by 1/(q + 3/2)
[297"] = TI(r= 0, q) [aT(2r - 3/4(q + 1))]"***?,
giving
al=a"MI(r=0, q)[aT(@r - 3/2(q + 1))]"9*?.
If instead we interchange (q — %2) and (q + 3/2) and exponentiate by 1/(q — %2)

at=a¥MI(r = 0, PlaTdr - 32(q + 11"V, m

2.2 Generalised cyclotomic Fermat factorisation theorems.

The qth Fermat number is Fy=2T(2Tq) + 1. So Fy=3,F; =5, F, = 17, F3 =257, Fy =
65537 and Fs = 4294967297. Our theorems relate to generalised such Fy. As Fermat
knew, the extended Mersenne number Fy — 2 = II(r = 0, q — 1)F. The second Fermat
subtraction factorisation theorem example contains this result fora, p=2and f = 1.

An example of the first Fermat subtraction factorisation theorem (first FSFT) is

aT(p) = {[aTE*H - 1N[Z(s =0, p- DI@TENTsII} + 1.

The first FSFT is
aT[(bp)°] - fTI(gp)"] =
{[aT(bp)* " HI* - [fT((gp)" HIFH{ E(s =0, p - 1)
[@TIop) ™ ' DTosIETI(gp)" ™ 'DTap - 1 - )1}



Proof. Introducing o = 4 and B = &°, we explore the cyclotomic formula
P-F=F- '+ B+ I+ + D,

which can be written in the form
o—PB=[o""—B"PI{T(s =0, p- D[a™PIR" PP}

We obtain our result using
o= aT[(bp)’] = aTl(bp)'(bp)* ~'1 = @T[(bp) ™ Tbp

and similarly

B =fTl(ep)"1 = tTl(gp)" "N Tep. m

An example of the second FSFT is
aT(e) - fTpH =[a-fIr=0,q-1)
{Z(s=0,p— DTEE ™ " DIET(p -1 -s)@* " "N}

The second FSFT for free parameter m is
al((bp)) — £T((ep)") =
{aTI®™(bp) ™1 - T1E™(ep)" ™1}
T(r=0, m-1){ (s =0, p— DIaT(bs((bp)*~" " N®T)]
(TP~ 1-5)(en)" " et}

Proof. Consider the identity
Y™ -8Te™ = Te™ H-8Te™ ")
{Z(s=0,p- DIGTE™ NTSUGTE™ NTp-1-91}.

The term (yT(p™~ - 3T(p™ ")) can be replaced for an nth general recursion to give
o™ - 8Te™ = (TeE™ ™) -8TE™ ™)
Mr=0,n){X(s=0,p-1)
[ATE™ = DTSHETE™ DT -1-9)1).
Hence allocating the maximum nth replacement to m — 1, our star equation is
s TN -8TE™ =[y-8T(r=0,m- DH{E(s=0,p-1)
[ATE™ ) TSETE™ DT - 1-9)1).

Put
a = aT((bp))
=yT(p™,
leading to
y=yTT0) =yTIe™E™] = [YTp"I Tep™)
=aolT(p™).

Now, as can be confirmed by multiplying both sides by (bT-m),
pT-m = (bp)™b",
SO
y=aT[b"(bp)* ™).
If we likewise allocate
B="fT(ep)"
=3T(p™,
reducing to

§=BTp™



then we obtain similarly

§ = fTIg"(gp)" ™).

In consequence
aT((bp)) - T(gp)") =
{aT[b™(bp)° ™1 - fTe"(ep)" ™1}
Mr=0,m-1){X(s=0,p-1)
[T " NTSUBTE NTE-1-91}
For the first of the last two terms in [ ], assign
a=aT(bp))
and
p' "= [bp)" b .
Then this term is
{aT[bs[(bp)" ' ~Tb']}

and the second term is by similar process
(Mg -1 -9)0ep" ' 1. =

The first Fermat addition factorisation theorem (first FAFT) states:
Let g, p € N be odd numbers and h € N. Then
aT((bp)*) + fT((gp)") =
{@TIp) ™D+ (Tl(ep)" "DEH{ (s =0, p— 1)
[@TIOp) ' DTosIOTIE" D Tep - 1 - 9)1}.

Proof. Introducing
a=7,p=27,
we revisit the first FSFT equation
o-B=[a” B (s =0, p- DiaDB' Py,

Using

a=aT(bp)*=aT[(bp)'(bp) 1= @Tl(bp)*” 'DHTbp
and similarly

B =fT(ep)" = tTl(gp)" "N Tep

gives, under the transformation p — -, that B

changes sign as & — -9, since p is
odd, which transforms f — -f, since gp is odd in § = fT(gp)h. Hence the result. B

The second Fermat addition factorisation theorem (second FAFT) for free parameter
m states:
Let g and p € N be odd numbers and h € N. Then
aT((bp)) + fT((gp)") =
{aTI®O™bp)* ™ + T (ep)" ™1}
r=0m-1{Z(s=0,p—DaT(bs[(bp)°~ =1o0)]
[(-DT(ep-1-9)ep)" " g}

Proof. The conditions are identical to the first FAFT, and the proof follows by close
analogy with the second FSFT proof. In particular, we note the following result,
suitably amended, i.e. we have performed the transformation & — -9.
) yTETm) +8T(pTm) = [y+8]Mr=0,m-D{Z(s=0,p-1)

[(TIpTm -1 =D TSI TPTm -1 -DT(p-1-3)]). =



We subsequently identify €, 1, 8 € C as complex numbers, e = 2.718... and i = V-1.
We now relax our conditions, to allow complex arithmetic on, but not further non-
real operations within, for example, aTb = eT(inq/p) terms. A way of doing this is to
consider aTb expressions as scalars and complex numbers as vectors. This is an idea
found in K theory.

We have stated that our factorisation theorems give unique factorisation when applied
to natural numbers up to order of factors.

For complex cyclotomics as used in the next lemma, uniqueness of factorisation
depends on the class number [30]. That is why, in section 3 on prime number and
factorisation theorems, we prefer to use formulae developed for the real case.

The next FAFT theorems have FSFT analogues. Here is Lemma 1.
Y+ =TI(s=0,p- Dly-deTin2s + 1)/p)].

Proof. We first note that the leading term in the expansion is Y’. The trailing term is
(-8)PeTin[ (s = 0, p — 1)(2s + 1)/p]).
Now the following arithmetic series sum has the value
X(s=0,p-Ds=pp-1)/2,
so the X summation in [ ] above is
[2(p(p - 1)/2) + pl/p = p.
Hence, irrespective of whether p is even or odd, since eTin(2s + 1) = -1, the trailing
term is 6.

Now consider the nth term in the expansion. If n # 0 or p — 1, it consists of a
summation
Y(r=0, m)ey "d"

each ¢, is the product of n factors (e Tin(2t + 1)/p), where the product terms range over
all combinations of t from 0 to p — 1. If X&, # 0, it consists of a non-zero vector in the
complex plane. Permute the roots under the cyclic transformation s — s + 1. Then &;
- (eTZnin/p)er # €&, and X.& remains the same, since it consists of the sum of all
combinations. The rotation of roots implies the complex sum vector must also be

rotated by an €, multiplication # 1, a contradiction unless the sum is zero.

The third Fermat addition factorisation theorem (third FAFT) is
aT((bp)) + T((gp)") =TI(s =0, p - 1)
{@TTop) D" - (tT1(gp)" ™ D¥eTin2s + 1)/p)}.

Proof. Put
a=",p=>8
Then using lemma I, we obtain
a+PB=Ts=0,p-Da"? - B"eTin2s + 1)/p)]
and with the substitutions
a=aTbpTe)=aT[bpTHbpTic - D] = @TbpTc - D] Tbp
and
B =fT(gpTh) = (FT[gpT(h - D) Tep,

this results in the theorem. ®



Lemma 2. Let p = j(2Tk) with j odd and k non-negative. Then
eTn2s + Dfp) = (-1 T(1/p) =-1
has a real root (which is -1) only for k = 0.

Proof. Letk =0, so p is an odd number. By applying T(1/p) to the equations below
-1=(-DTp

is a solution, for p odd, so®V-1 has a real root, -1. If k # 0, then p is even, implying
-1#(-D)Tpand-1#1Tp.

The norm of the root is 1, so there are no real root of -1 possibilities for p even. B

The fourth Fermat addition factorisation theorem (fourth FAFT) states:
Let p € N be an odd number. Then for free parameter m
aT((op)) + FT((gp)") =
{aTl®e™®p* ™" + ™ ()" ")
=0, m-1){II(s=0,p-1, omit (p— 1)/2)
[@T(b[(bp)° ™' ~"Ib")
- fT(elep)" ™' gheTin2s + Dip)).

Proof. Consider the following factorisation identity, beginning with the ‘real root’
case, which corresponds to s = (p — 1)/2, so by lemma 2, p is odd:
YTpTm) +8T(pTm) = (YT(pTm - 1) + 8TpTm - H)]}
I[I(s =0, p—-1, omit (p— 1)/2)
[YT(pTm - 1) - [3T(pTm - )IEeTin@s + 1/p)].
The term {yT(pT(m -1) + ST(pT(m — 1))} can be replaced for an nth general
recursion to give
YT(pTm) + 8T(pTm) = (YT[pTm—1-n)] + 8T[pT(m -1 -n)]}
I =0,n)[II(s =0, p-1, omit (p — 1)/2)
(YTipTm-1-0]-GTpTm - 1 - O(eTin2s + )/p)]}.

Hence allocating the maximum nth replacement to m — 1, our equation is
YTpTm) + 8T(pTm) =[y+ 8] (r=0, m—- ){II(s=0, p— 1, omit (p — 1)/2)
(YTpTm-1-0]-@T[pTm -1 -eTin2s + )/p)} }.

Our substitutions now follow the steps of the second FSFT. Put
o= aT(prc) = yT(me).
We recall this leads to
v=al(pT-m) = aT[(bpT-m)(bTm)] = aT[(bTm)(bpT(c — m))].
If we likewise allocate
B =1T(gpTh) = 5T(pTm),
then we obtain similarly

8 = fT(gTm)(gpT(h — m)).

Consequently
aTpTe) + fT(gpTh) =
{aT[bTm)(bpT(c —m))] + fT(gTm)(gpT(h - m))1}
[Ir=0,m- 1){II(s=0, p—1, omit (p — 1)/2)
[(@TpT¢-1 -0 - BTpT1 - D(eTin@s + 1)/p)]}.

For the first term of the last expression in [ ], assign
a= aT(prc)



and

pT(-1-1)=[bpTC-1 -DI®T( +1)).
Then this term is

{aT®[bpT(c - 1 -n](bTr)}

and in comparable manner the second term is

{(fT(elgpTh - 1 - Dl(eT)))(eTin2s + 1)/p)}. m

Under the FAFT constraints, say p odd, each of the FAFT and FSFT equations is
equivalent by “if and only if” equivalence to the identity (y, d) = (y, d), so under
FAFT constraints their equaliser (intersection) is also equivalent to this identity. Thus
we can also form linear combinations of FAFT and FSFT equations. These theorems
we call linear combination factorisation theorems — LCFT. Here is a typical example.

Let gandp € N be odd, h € N. Put
A =aT[®™)(bp) ™
B = fT[(g™(gp)" ™
Cr=X(s =0, (p - 1)/2){aT(2bs[(bp)°~ ' ~"Ib")}
(g - 1-29)(gp)" ' 12"}
D, =X(s =0, (p—3)/2){aT(b2s + D[(bp)° "' ~"]b")}
{(fT(ep-2-29)[(gp)" " "1}
Then
nlaT((bp)*)] + B[fT((gp)™)] = Y2[(M + O)(A + B)II(r = 0, m — 1)(C, - D) +
M-0)A-B)IIr=0,m-1)C,+D,)]. =

Our formula for difference of powers may be generalised by putting q = jk and

Y-8 =[(yTk) - BTKI{ Z(s = 0, j — D[YTksI[8Tk( — 1 —s)]}.

Accordingly, with j = 2", ax; a primitive 2jth root of unity and k odd
P+ 8= [(YTK) + (0 0) TKI{Z(s = 0, j — D[YTks][(-00258) Tk (G — 1 — 5)1},
or with the same j = 2" and k odd
P+ 8= [(yT2" + (812"
(Z(s =0, k= D[YT2"s][(-(8T2")T(k - 1 - s)]}.

This can be compared with the binomial identity
Y+ 8= [(vTh) + TR -
(Zs=1,7-DIG=-DUs!G=1=)[yTks][8TkG -1 —5)]}. m

Thus for q even as above an option is
Z=n") +6(5%
oo O T2+ 8T2"DU + (m - B)(YT[2"] - ST2"D VI,
wit
U=2(s=0,k- DIYTQ"S)H[-ET2)T(k - 1 —s)}
and
V=2(=0,k- DT T2 k-1-5)]}. ®

The general LCFT formula for any p is then
Z = Y[(1 - (-1))(formula for odd p) + (1 + (-1)°)(formula for even p)]. ®

10



2.3 Extension of the LCFT to many variables.

We now give a modified example of the LCFT (note that here firstly, p is odd)
Z=n(yTp) + 6(8Tp) = Y2l + B)(y + X + (M - B)(Y - Y],

generated from essentially ¥ replaced by the sum of variables £(i = 0, n — 1)y;, and 8

replaced by the sum X(i = 0, n — 1)d;. This is suitably general, because if, for example,

there are less variables §; than 7;, say j of them, we can set J; to zero for j<i<n-1.

We will first give an example restricted to the case n = 3.

The multinomial theorem is

Yo+ Y1+ o+ Y- )" = ZpYolp1! o pa—1 DLW TPO) - a1 Tpa- 1)1,
where the sum is extended over all non-negative p; with Xp; = p.

For example, if n = 3 = p, then
(Yo + 71 +¥3)" = (Yo + 3717+ 39700 + (7174 3127+ 3700071 + (17+ 3v0°+ 37172
+ 6Y0’Y]Y2.

Let p be odd. Then the expansion of
(Yo +Yi+ ...+ Yn_1)p

can be written as a sum

Z:y,combinations fory Jr oo X(Yr cee YX)
where the number of terms in the sequence t, ... X is y, with y odd < n and each
coefficient J; ...  is invariant under any transformation Ys — -, 1 > S > X.

Proof. Each term in the expansion is a scalar, o, times a product [Ty, with £q = p, p
odd. This may be represented by alT;y; TIYx", with u even and v odd. Hence it may be
represented by even parity terms invariant under ¥, — -y, given by aITy' Ly’ ~ ',
each multiplied by odd parity terms (y; ... Yx) = k¥ Collecting together all the even
parity terms, we put

T = S0 Ty o .

If there exists any term J; ... (IIy¥, where k ranges over an even number of values,
then J; ... x = Ljoul Ly ", where Lw is even for each i, since J; ... x is of even parity,
which contradicts for each i that p = Xw + the range of k values, is odd. Hence y = the

range of k values, is odd. B

If p > n, with p, n odd, then the number of J; ... x terms is 2"~ L If p < n, the number of
terms is
Yk=0,(p-D/2)nY2k+ 1)!(n-2k - 1)!].
Proof. If p > n, then the number of terms is the number of combinations of odd ¥ ...V«
=n+nn-1)n-2)/23+...+n/Ck+ D!In-2k-D!+...+1
=1+ 1)"=2""".

If p < n, n odd, it is the same series truncated after the ¥2(p + 1)th term. W

Consider for n = 3, p odd,
(Yo+V1+72)P =B+ +8) =Yoo+ +72—0 -8 -]
[£(s=0,p - DI(o+ 11+ ) TsI[@o + 8 + &) T(p— 1 -9)]1,

11



which by the above theorem can be equated to

JoYo+ Jiy1 + vz + Jo2Yoyiyz + Koo+ Kid1 + Kads + K120001 02,

where if p were = 1 then we would have Jp12 = Koz = 0.

We wish to add together the following combination

aol(Yo+ 71 + 72)° — (8o + &1 + )1 + ai[(-Y0 + Y1 + ¥2) — (80 + &1 + &)°]
a (Yo —¥1 + 12)" — (80 + &1 + 32)"1 + bol (Yo + V1 + V2)’ — (-89 — &1 — )P
bil(Yo + Y1 + Y2)P — (80 — 81 — 82)"] + ba[(Yo + V1 + 12)° — (-8 + &1 — 32)"].

This linear combination may be equated to

where,

giving

NoJoYo + MuJ1Y1 + M2J2Y2 + No2Jor2Yov1Y2 +
00Kodo + 01K 81 + 0:K20, + 0012K012800102,
for example,

JoYo= (-Jo)(-Yo)

JorYoY172 = (Jo12)(-Yo) (-YD(-Y2),

no=a0—a1+a2+bo+b1+b2
Ni=a+a—a+bp+b;+b
n2=a0+a1+a2+b0+b1+b2
-Bg=agp+a;+a,—bg+b;—by
—91=a0+a1+a2—b0—b1+b2
—62=a0+a1+a2—b0—b1—b2.

We also have the supplementary equations

n012=a0—a1—a2+b0+b1+b2
—9012=a0+a1+a2—b0+b1 +b2.

A little linear algebra then gives

ar=(M2—"Mo)/2,
a=M2-N1/2

and

ag= (Mo + M1 —M2— 62)/2.
Likewise

by = (62— 60)/2,

by= (0, —06;)/2
and

b()= (9() + 91 - 92 + T]z)/z

These results, easily extended to many variables, imply

and

MNo12=MNo + M1 —MN2

9012= 9() + 91 — 92.

We can express JoYo, J1Y1, J2¥2 and Jo12YoY1Y2 in terms of (Yo + 71 + 72)°.

Jo=Y%l(vo+7+ 1)’ = Yo+ 11+ + Yo—11 + 2P + (Yo + 71— )1
Jnm=%+7+ '+ o+ +1) - Go—-1+7)" + Yo+ 11—l

12



I =Y%+7+7"+ o+ ++ G -N1+71)" - o+ 11 -l
JoYoie =%Yoo+ 11+ 1) = (Yo+ i+ 2P —(Yo— Y1 + 120" — (Yo + 71 — V2)P1.

We now introduce the symbol Xyyw.xyz, in which u is 0 if Yo is positive, and u is 1 if Yo
is negative, and similarly with v for y; and w for y,. We adopt a similar type of
convention for X, y, z with respect to 8y, 0; and d,. Thus we have the expression for p
odd

(Yo + Y1+ 72" = (8o + &1 + 82)° = [Yo + Y1 + V2 — 8o — &1 — 821X000,000,
with

Xo00.000 = [Z(s =0, p— D[(Yo + 71 + ¥2) Ts1[(So + &, + &) T(p - 1 = 9)]1.

Hence we have the following theorem.
NoJoYo + MuJ1Y1 + MaJ2Y2 + (Mo + M1 — N2)Jor2YoY172 +
00Ko0o + 81K ;81 + 8,K»8: + (80 + 0 — 62)K12800:6>
=Y2 [Mo+ M1 —M2—02)(Yo + Y1 + Y2 — 80 — 81 — 82)X000.000
+ (M2 —MNo)(Yo + Y1 + Y2 — 80 — &1 — 82)X100,000
+ M2 —=ND)Yo— Y1 + Y2 — 8 — &1 — 82)X010,000
+ (B0 + 01 — 02+ M2)(Yo + Y1 + Y2 + S0 + &1 + 62)Xo00,111
+ (02— 80)(Yo + Y1 + Y2 — 80 + 01 + 82)X000,011
+ (02— 01)(Yo + Y1 + Y2 + 8o — &1 + 82)Xo00,101].

Consider the general case for p odd
Ei=0,n-1y)’ - X3G=0,n- 15" =[2G =0,n-1)(Y - &)]
[E(s=0,p-DIEG=0,n- D) TsI(EG=0,n- D& TP -1-9)],
which by the above theorem can be equated to
z:y,combinations fory Jr oee x('Yr cee 'Yx) - z:y,combinations fory Kr oo X (Sr cee 87(),
where we have introduced K ...  for the coefficient of (J; ...d) similar to J, ... , for

e - Y-
Ifp<n,thenfory>p,J;... x=K;... x=0.

We wish now to add together linear combinations of 2n independent equations, each
of a type similar to the above, expressed in the n variables y; and the n variables ;.

Define the symbol &(i,j) by
EGj)=1fori=j
=0fori#j.

Then our general linear combination is
Zl‘(S = 0’ n-— 1)[3;(2(1' = 0’ n-— 1)(’Yr - 2&(8,1’ - 1)’Yr— 1))p - (E(r = O’ n-— l)ar)p]
+X(s =0,n— D[by(X(r=0,n— 1))’ — (E@r=0,n-1)(-8+ 2&(s,r — 1)5,)"].

With y odd, our linear combination equals

Z"y,combinations fory Nr... er cee X(Yr cee ’Yx) + Zy,combinations fory er cee xKr cee x(ar cee 8x),
where

Jo... X(Yr .- Yx) =-J... x[('Yr) e ('YX)]’

Kioo. (0 ... 80) =-K;... x[(-0) ... (-8))].
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This gives

M =X(s =0, n— 1)[as —2&(r + 1,8)a, 4+ 1 + by]
and

-0, =X(s =0,n— 1)[ag— by + 2§(r + 1,8)b,, 1].

Introducing, say, n(012) for 12, we also have the supplementary equations
Nro...ry-1) =X(8=0,n— D)[a; - 2X(t =0, y — DE(rc+1,8)ac+ 1 + b]
B(ry...1y_ ) =X(s =0,n— D[ag— by + 2X(t = 0, y — D+ 1,8)be+ 1],

where we consider the set of variables (rg ... ry_ ) to be any suitable combination for y.

Applying linear algebra, where s goes from 0 to n — 2, we obtain

As+1= (T]n—l _ns)/Z,
a=((n+2)MNy-1+X(s=0,n-2)Ms—0,_1)/2.

Likewise
bs+1 = (en—l - es)/zy
bo=((-n+2)0,_1+ X(s=0,n—-2)0s+ M, _1)/2.

These results imply
No...ry_ ) =Y[(-n+4M,_1 + (-n+2)6,_1] -
(s = 0, n— D[E(t = 0, y - DETes 1.9)Ma—1 ~ M-
O(...1y_ 1) =Y2[(0n=4)6,_1 + (-n+ 2Ma_1] +
(s =0,n - DX(t=0,y— DE(re+1,8)(Bn-1 — OY].

Je ... x(¥r ... Yx) can then be computed explicitly.

We now introduce the symbol X(vov; ... V41, X0X] ... Xn- 1), in Which v; is 0 if y; is
positive, and v; is 1 if 7; is negative, and likewise for x; with respect to ;. Thus we
have the expression
E(s=0,n-1Y)’ - Z(s=0,n-1)5)° =
[ZEs=0,n-1)ys—-XZ(s=0,n-1)4]X(0 ... 0,0...0)
with
X(0...0,0...0) =
[£(r=0,p - DI(EEs =0, n - DY) THIEE = 0,n— D3YTp—1-0]l.

Writing, say, J(012) for Jo;, and Y(0) for Yy, we have the following theorem.
Z:y,combinations fory n(rO e Iy 1)](1'() coo Iy l)(Y(rO) s Y(ry - 1))
+ Ey’combinations for y e(l‘() RN 1)K(I‘0 s Iy 1)(8(1‘0) cee 8(1‘y_ 1))
= Zly,combinations fory 1/2[(-11 + 4)nn—l + (-Il + 2')en— 1— 22(5 = 0’ n-— 1)
[Z(t=0,y - D&+ 1,9Mn-1—N0]]
[Z(s =0, n— D[(1 = 2ve)Ys— &IX(Vovi ... Va-1, 0 ... 0)]
- Z:y,combinations fory 1/2[(H - 4)en— 1+ (—H + z)nn— 1+ 22(5 = 0, n-— 1)
[E(t=0,y~ DE(ri+1,8)(0n-1-6)]1]
[Z(s = 0, n— D[ys + (1 = 2x)8JX(0 ... 0, XoXi .. Xn_1)]. M

If q is even = (2")k, with k odd, then a formula for even q is obtained from the above
formula under the transformation p — k, ¥, — ¥ 72", & — 8,12".
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Alternatively, for q even, a complex cyclotomic formula can be utilised, where we set
q = jk = (2"k, with k odd and »; a primitive 2jth root of unity, obtainable from the
above under the transformation p — j, ¥s — YTk, & — (-0;0,) Tk.

We recall, given u = p or q, the general LCFT formula for Z is then
Z =%{[1 = (-1)"1(formula for v odd) + [1 + (-1)"](formula for u even)}. ®

3. Prime number, factorisation and divisibility theorems.

Foryord>1 € N, no representations of primes are of the form
Y+ 8,

except for the possibilities p = 1 or p a power of 2, the latter subsumed under p = 2.

Proof. Let p be odd. Then by (¥%), supposing the above expression is prime
YTE™ + 8T(p™) = [y + 8111 =0, m ~ 1)
(Z(s=0,p- DT " DTSIE T DT - 1-9)]).

Since the prime number and Y + J are positive, so is the subsequent expression in [ ]
which is a summation of integers, and m = 1, otherwise the expression factorises.
Since Y+ & > 1, the summation of integers is 1. This implies

Y+"=v+39,
which is clearly only the case for y=38= 1 or p = 1. Hence if p # 1, it is not odd.

Now if p # 1 is not a power of 2, there exists an odd factor q # 1 so that p = kq and
T Tq+ BTk Tq

is prime, which we have proved is not the case. Hence p = 1, or p =2z is a power of 2,

so all the latter such primes can be written as

GT)T2+@(T2)T2. =

We note the following standard results, given e.g. in [3].

No prime of the form 4k + 3 is a sum of two squares. R

Any prime of the form 4k + 1 can be represented uniquely (aside from the order of
summands) as a sum of two squares. B

Let p be odd, n # 16 # 0 be integers, Y # & # 0 natural numbers,
X=X(s=0,p- DY,
Y=X(s=0,p- DY ']
and
Z =)+ 6(8") > 0.
If the product of M + 0), (Y + 8) and X has two prime factors in common with the
product (n —0), (Y—90) and Y, excluding at most one factor of 2, then Z is not prime.

Proof. By the LCFT

N(P) + 68" = 12[(M + B)(Y + X + (M — O)(Y - O Y.
Hence under these conditions, for the expression to be prime, there are two distinct

factors on the right hand side, one of which must be £2. ®
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We cannot modify these conditions by just reducing two prime factors down to one,
because taking p=1,m =5, 0 =-6, y= 15 and & = 12, then Z = 3 is prime, but we
construct a proof of this modification under the further constraintm # 0 # 0 € N.

We mention related results. When the expression

Y+ 8% = 14[(y + B)(Y + 8) + (Y= D)y - )]

is prime, then Y — 8 does not share any prime factor withy+ 6. R

Any integer may be represented by 7 (put, say, d = 1. We allow here Z = 0). &

Letn # 6 # 0 and y # 8 # 0 be natural numbers and p, X, Y and Z be as in the
previous theorem. If the product of (Y — 8), M — 0) and Y has a prime factor in
common with the product (Y + 0), (n + 0) and X, excluding at most one factor of 12
for the pairings of (Y — ) with (y + 8) or (N — 8) with (n + 0), then Z is not prime.

Sketch of proof. If A and B have a prime common factor, we write jA = kB, where the
common factor is (A/k) = (B/j). We allocate j and k as positive where possible.

Let p be odd. Define 2W =Y — X. We will need the following identities.
(Y+3)X=v"+0"

and
X+ (- W =,
X+ (d-yW=23"

We immediately mention that for pairings of (y— d) with (y+9), forp=3,n1=1,0=
2,y=3and § = 1, that Z = 29 is prime, so the exclusion of at most one factor of 12 is
necessary. The same goes for the pairing of (N —0) with (N + 6), forp=1,1=3,0=
1,y=1and d =2, when Z = 5 is prime. But if such pairings occur simultaneously, so
both 1 and 6 are either odd or even, and likewise y and 9, then Z is even # 2.

Let j(y— &) = k(y + 8) and choose arbitrarily y> 8. Then
Z =%((y-9)/KM(} + KX + 2kW) + 8(( — k)X — 2kW)].
For Z to factorise in the way specified, we need to ensure the © term cannot be
negative, so that the term in [ ] is not 1 or 2. The 0 term is
0(( - KX — 2kW) = 8{( — K[ Z(s = 0, (p — /2)[(G + K)/G - k)~ =211
~(+RIZ(s =0, (p-3)/2UG +KIG- k)P > >}
This equates to 8(j — k)8 "), so for (y— 8)/k > 2, Z is not prime.

If j(y — 8) = k(n + 0), then choosing j and k positive, i.e. (Y — 8)/k > 1, we have
Z = (y- 9[RS + (X +2W)],
so Z factorises.

With j(y — ) = kX under scrutiny, we obtain
Z = (Y- )MG/)Y + W) + 8((/K)S — W)].

Suppose the term in [ ] was 1, then we would have (j/k)d < W, so we would deduce
Xd< (y-3)W =X5-8",

which is impossible, hence Z is not prime.

If j(n — 0) = k(Y + §), then

Z=n-0)[/keX + V],
and Z factorises, because (N —0)/k > 1.
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If jm — 8) = k(n + 0), then choosing arbitrarily n > 6,
Z =" - 0)L((/K) + DY’ + ((/k) - 1)8"]

so since j/k > 1 and in this instance we specify (N — 0)/k > 2, Z again factorises.

For the case j(n — 0) = kX, allocating 1 > 0, the value of Z is

Z=m-0)LGk(Y+ )8 + V1.
Since (M — 0)/k > 1, Z factorises.

Suppose jX = kY. Then
Z =YXy +8) + (Y- 8)(j/k)) + B((Y + 8) — (v - d)(j/k))].
We can choose arbitrarily ¥ > 9. To ensure the term in [ ] is not 1 or 2, we need to
evaluate the 6 term. Now
ik =1+ {208y - y")((y - 8)(¥" - ")},
so the 6 term is the positive value
0((Y + 8) — (v - d)(j/k)) = 208°(y + 8)/(y" - &).
If X/k is even, so are 7 and 9. For X/k odd, the k[ ] term is even. So Z is not prime.

Now consider j(y + 8) = kY, which gives
Z = (v + 3y + 63)(i/k) - W)].
So combining the facts
MY+63)>7+9d
and
Y-W>Y-2W=X,
we verify that the term in [ ] is positive and > 1, implying that Z factorises.

Lastly, for j(n + 0) = kY, we evaluate that
Z=M+0)[YY - W(y+ 8+ 6(Y-98)(/k)]
so that
Z=m+6)[yX+ W(y-3) +0(y-9)(/k)l,

and choosing arbitrarily y> d gives Z is not prime. W

The same theorem carries over for | and 0 integers, with two prime factors instead of
one, because the terms in [ ] can now be 1 or 2. B

No representations of primes are of the form
¥ -8,

except for the possibilities p = 1, or 8 = (Y— 1) and p prime.

Proof. If a.— B = yT(p™ — 8T (p™) is prime, with o, B, ¥, 8, €, w € N from now on, then

the second FSFT gives m = 1 (otherwise (*) above factorises), and
o—PB=[a”-BPI{E(s =0, p- DIPIRP' VP

is prime, the derivation of which implies o and [ are powers of p, i.e.

o=7.p=7.
and either
y-90=1

or

Z(s=0,p- DIYIEF ™' ~1=1,
the latter corresponding to p = 1, so we choose the former.
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If p is not prime, say p = jq, then because
v=0o'P =o' = @ T/
is a natural number, so is a9, and similarly for [31/ 9, Then the prime o — B can be
represented by the product
(4#%) [0 =B (s = 0, = D™ [R™ " ]).

Now if a> 1 and x >y, we obtain the inequality
x-y'= -y x-y) <x T x-y) <x' -y
Inserting x = o/'’?, y = B"? and a = p/q has the consequence
1= [(X”p _ Bl/p] — [(Xl/p _ Bl/p]T(p/Q) < [(xl/q _ Bl/q].

Thus in (**%*) the first and second terms # 1, and all terms involve sums of natural

numbers — a contradiction. Hence p is prime. B

Under the conditions of the previous theorem, p divides

Y-06"-1.
Proof. By Fermat’s theorem, if p is any prime and y and J are integers, then p divides

(Y -7 and (8- 98"), sopdivides (Y-8 -y+d) =" -6"-1). m

Letp>2beeven, y>8>1and Y-8 # 1, then
7o

has at least three factors.

Proof. Consider yTp — 8Tp. This may, for even p, be factorised as
=8P "+ P B+ P T+ .+ &

Y+ =P B+ - -8,
Since vy — 0 # v + 9, if there are only two factors, which is the minimum if Y-8 # 1,
e Y-8=(P P R+ - &

Y+3=(F  +P B T+ EF T,

so adding these gives successively
Y=y P ey

or as

and

and
Y2 EY T Ly,
which is impossible. B

We cannot dispense with the condition y— & # 1, because if y=2, 8 =1 and p = 4,
then ¥’ — 8" = 15. A more general theorem follows next.

Letp = QTkIIG = 1, n)(qiTki), where the q; are distinct odd primes, and Y > 6 > 1.
Then ¥* — & has at least (i = 0, n)k; factors, and at least 1 + L(i = 0, n)k; factors
wheny—9# 1.
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Proof. Let qp = 2. For the first pass through, consider all factors of p = Il(i = 0, n)
(qiTk;) except for one unexponentiated factor q,. This product is just x, = II(i = 0, n)
I1G = 0, ki — 1, omit r for one 1)(q;). Then p = (x,)(q;). By the equation at the end of
section 2.2

P =& =[(yTx) - ETx)IZ(s = 0, qr — DIYTxs18Tx(qr — 1 = )]1.

We now have at least two factors. We can then expand out (yTxr) ~(8Txy) recursively,
using the same formula, yielding at least one extra factor each time.

We continue iteratively, until we end up with Y — 8, which can be a proper factor or
the trivial factor 1, which we ignore. We have now X(i = 0, n)k; iterations, giving at

least (i = 0, n)k; factors if y— & =1 or at least 1 + X(i = 0, n)k; factors otherwise. ®

Let p = QTko)t, where t = II(i = 1, n)(qiTki), the q; are distinct odd primes, and
arrange ¥> 8> 1. Then YTp + 8Tp has at least 1 + X(i = 1, n)k; factors.

Proof. t is odd, and may be represented in a similar manner as before as t = (y;)(qy).
By another formula at the end of section 2.2

e+ ' =[€Ty) + Ty Z(s = 0, ¢ — DI eTysIW Tyi(g — 1 - )11

Pute = yT(ZTkO) and U = 8T (2Tko). The number of factors is obtained by recursion as
previously, where, if prime, the final factor € + 1L will not add to the result. B

Ifp#1, 1 = @Tp) + (€Tp) is prime
and y = (STP) - (LLTp) is prime
then y1 — y2 is not prime unless y, = 5 and yp = 3.

Proof. x1 -2 = (8Tp) + (uTp) is even # 2 or = 2, otherwise j; = 2 or g2 = 2. Now both
p=2'and pis prime,sop=2.If y; —y2 =2, thend=p=1,s0(e-1)=1,e=2and y,
=5and y,=3. Ify;=2then =€ =1 and y, = | — u’, which is impossible. So x, = 2
= (e - W(e+ W), and if (¢ — ) = 1 then 2 =2 + 1, which is impossible. Hence y; — %2
isnotprimeory;=5and y,=3. &

Ifp# 1, x3=&Tp) + (Tp) is prime
and y4 = (STp) + (qu) is prime
then Y3 — ya is not prime unless Y3 =5 and y4 = 2.

Proof. This results from the previous theorem. Alternatively, assume 3 — 4 is prime.
We prove a partial contradiction. Then y3 — x4 = (8Tp) — (uTp), so both p = 2" and p is
prime, so p=2 and (8 — 1) = 1. Suppose y3 # 2 and y4 # 2, then for 3 — 4 to be prime
it must = 2. Hence 2 = & — (8 — 1)* = 28 — 1, which is impossible. Hence we have

primesx3=82+82¢23ndx4=(8—1)2+82=2,sos=1,8=2andx3=22+1=5.l

We note that the binomial expansion of ¥ — & for y= (8 + 1) is
Y(r=1,p)p!/ri(p-n)'d" "
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That p divides (8 + 1)’ — 8” — 1 is easy to prove directly by a binomial expansion, the
expression being
p& '+ [p(p- /2182 + ... + pd,

so if p is prime the factorial denominators do not divide p. B
We extend the above result. For p prime, p divides
G+1)P-0B-xF-x-1.

Proof. For two adjacent numbers, p divides
O+1)P-8-1and F-OB-1)P°-1.
Hence p divides their sum. The result follows by induction. B

Corollary. If p is prime, then p divides

Y-ly-xf-w
if and only if
x =w (mod p).

Putting y = x, this gives Fermat’s little theorem, y* — y = 0 (mod p), from the binomial
theorem. B

With z = y — X, we find that if y # z (mod p) then
Yr=1,ply""Z"'1 =1 (mod p). m

If y? —y is divisible by p, then so is
yn(p—l)+1 —y.

Proof. Since y**' — yP = y?!(y? — y) is divisible by p, the sum (" — yP) + (y°* — y) is

also, with the general result following by recursion. The proof extends to divisibility
by any natural number m instead of a prime p. ®

Examples. Putting p = 3, we have for any odd natural number q
y!—y =0 (mod 6),

and puttingp=35,s0q=4n+ 1, orp=717, giving q=6n + 1, etc. implies
y?—y =0 (mod 6p). m

Expressions with Bernoulli numbers B* inside quotation marks will be written as a
sum of terms, each of which is a power of B times some number. The powers of B are
then interpreted as Bernoulli numbers.

Thus Faulhaber’s formula becomes
1+ 2%+ L+ m* = [“(m + B)* - BM Uk,
and summing the Fermat little theorem terms
(P-D+2°-2)+...+ ¥ -y
entails the following expression is divisible by p:

{([“Gy+ B =B J(p+ 1)} - Yay(y + 1). m
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If we carry out the derivation for Fermat’s little theorem again, this time explicitly, we
find the general identity for any not necessarily prime q
yi-y=qZ(r=1,q- D{l(@- DY(l(q -]
[“(y + B _ l)q—r+1 _ Bq-r+l”]/(q T4+ 1)}. ]

A related use of the binomial theorem is, for n > 1 and p prime > n — 2, the expression
Y = (y = p)F + Xk = 1, n = 2)(-D[pY(k!(p — ) HIp*y"™
=0 (mod an). ]

Let p be odd > 5. The following expressions are divisible by p, also p — 2, if prime.
&+ 1P =8 —1-pd[&2+ [(p— /218" + 1) + 1],
G+ 1P —@-1)P—p&p-1+287-2

and

@+ 1728+ @ - 1) - pd[(p - D& +2].

Proof. The first expression is derived from a binomial expansion of (8 + 1), with the
first three and last three terms subtracted. Considering factorial denominators, it is
divisible by p or p — 2 when either of these are prime, or both when both are prime.

The second and third expressions are obtained from the first under the transformation
d — -9, respectively adding or subtracting this result from the first. B

Let n be even and p be odd, with p > 2n + 1. Then the following expressions are
divisible by all primes between (p —n) and p inclusive:
&+ 1P = X(r =0, n){p/[r(p - N!}&E ™ + 1),
S+ 1P = (8- 1) =2{X(r=0, n/2)[p/[(20)!(p — 2r)!118*
+ Y (r=1,n/2)[p/[Q2r - D!(p - 2r + DI}
and
G+ 1P+ (- 1P =2{X(r =0, n/2)[p/[2r)!(p — 2r)!]]&*
+Y(r =1, 0/2)[p/[2r — D!(p — 2r + DI*}.

Proof. By the binomial theorem, the first expression is equal to
Y(s=n+1,(p+ DR2)pYs!p-s)18 @ + 1).

To determine the summation range, there are p + 1 terms in the expansion of (3 + 1),
and we are subtracting 2(n + 1) terms, so the number remaining is p — 2n — 1. The
upper range in the summationis (p—2n—-1)/2+n+ 1= (p + 1)/2.

To show p > 2n + 1, for there to be no cancellations with primes, the lowest factor
term of the largest p!/(p — s)! is (p — n), and if prime this must be greater than the
concurrent greatest divisor term of p!/(p—s)! by s=n+ 1.

Thus no factorial denominators divide primes in the numerator between (p — n) and p.

Under the transformation § — -0, we obtain
-8 = 1P = {X(r= 0, n/2)[p!/[(20)!(p - 2r)118*(1 - &™)
+Y(r=1,n/2)[p/[Q2r — DI(p - 2r + DINE'(A - )}
is divisible by all primes between (p — n) and p inclusive.
Hence by adding this expression with the corresponding expression for +9, or by
subtracting it, we obtain the two subsequent divisibility results. W
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We investigate analogues of Fermat’s little theorem for primes between (p — n) and p.

Let n be even and p be odd, with p > 2n + 1. Then the following expressions are
divisible by all primes between (p —n) and p inclusive:
G+1)P—0@-x—x—-1=-YX(@=1,n)p/[r(p-r)'1]
([ +BP™ = (@ —x - 1L+ BP™ " /(p -1+ 1)]
+[“[G+B)™ = (@ —x -1+ B)*'"/(r + D]},

B+ 1P =@ -1)P =@ -xP+@+x)P-2x-2
—-2¥.(r= 1, 0/2){[p/[r)(p - 2r)']]
[“IE+B)*™ —(d-—x-1+B)*'/2r + 1)]
+ [1/[2r = DY(p - 2r + D]
@+ By — (3 —x - 1+ B "/(p - 2r + 2)1}]
and
G+ 1P +@-1)P-@-x) -G +x)
—2¥(r =1, /2){[p/[2r))(p - 20)]
I +BP™ @ —x—1+BP*™ ' /(p-2r+1)]
+ [1/[2r = DY(p - 2r + D]
[“[6+B)* = (8 -x—1+B)*"/21]}].

Proof. We use Faulhaber’s formula, noting

Y=0,x)0-5)1=Y(=0,8s"-Y(=0,0-x-1)s% m

Put y =8 + 1 = x + 1. Then by direct transcription the following expressions are
divisible by all primes between (p — n) and p, for n even, p odd and p > 2n + 1:
y =y -X@=1,mp/r(p-n!l
(I +B =D =B = D" 1"/(p—r + 1)]
+ Uy +B = D™ =B - D™/ + DI,

Y= (y-2P +2(y - 1)’ -2y
~2 [X(r=1,0/2){[p/[2r")(p - 2r)!]]
[“[(y + B = 1)’ = (B - )™ ]/(2r + 1)]
+ [1/[2r = D)(p - 2r + D!]]
[“[(y + B = P — (B - DP*™1"/(p - 2r + 2)]}]
and
YHy-2P-2y-1F
—2[X(r = 1, n/2){[pY/[2r!)(p — 20)!1]
[“[(y + B = P> — (B = DP*™'1"/(p - 2r + 1)]
+ [1/[2r = D)) (p - 2r + D]

[“[(y + B= 1) = (B - D*]/2r]}]. m

We now consider polynomial forms. If
X;=y; (mod n) and r;=s; (mod n)
then
YrilxiTt] = Zsi[yiTti] (mod n).

Ifn is prime and
ti = Kin + uj,
then by Fermat’s little theorem

Yri[xTt] = Esilyi T(K; + u)] (mod n). m
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Form, p>0,n,q>1 € N, there is an isomorphism between additive k (mod n) and,
for fixed q, multiplicative qTk, so for k = p™, by the second FSFT example of section
4 with f = 1, we obtain

qT(p™ =1 (mod (g - 1)).
Consequently

qT(E(piTmy) =1 (mod (q - 1)),
so for any u; > 0 € N we derive the implication

Yt =1, w)(piTmy) = ui(pi Tmy),

qT(Eui(piTmy) = 1 (mod (q - 1)).

By the FAFT, we also obtain the following results for p odd:
qT(p™ =-1 (mod (g + 1)

and '
qT(XG = 1, HpiTmy) = (-1) (mod (q + 1),

which indicates a corresponding equation extending to p; even (put p; = 1, u; = v; Tmy)

qTCui(piTmy)) = (-1) T(Xuips) (mod (q + 1)). m

For p odd prime quadratic reciprocity theorems follow from Fermat’s little theorem
by considering y(y*""* — D)y + 1) = y((y)P"? = 1) = 0 (mod p), so all squares #
0 (mod p) belong to the (y(p'”/2 — 1) equivalence class [31].

Both y(p'l)/2 =1 and y® D2 =1 (mod p) have (p — 1)/2 root positions. For squares, we
assert (the occupancy theorem, proved later) that these are all occupied by specific
numbers, so there is an isomorphism between complex roots y(p'l)/ 2 =1 at one
extremity and non-empty equivalence classes of y2 (mod p) with y® 2 =1 (mod p) at

the other. &

The little theorem is more generally written as yu(y ™% — u®1/2)(y® D2 4 4112y for
which the LCFT implies

u(y?) - y(P) = (y* — )W = (y* ~u))E(r = 0, (p - 3)/2)[y""*'uP***] = 0 (mod p),
so that W factorises. H

For p odd prime, quadratic reciprocity theorems give a factorisation of the Fermat
expression y"® V! —y, by considering y(y"*"* - )(y"*"? + 1). m

Our alternative formulation of the expression is
(S R e M M B (R
so this time the LCFT implies
=y’ ~u)Z(r=0, (n(p - 1)/2) - Dy "u"®"?>*'1 =0 (mod p),

and W again factorises further. B

Note also the variation that for p prime and j > 0
0 (mod p) = [(yTp) - y1T[pT(G - DI,
and since intermediate terms in the binomial expansion are = 0 (mod p)
0 (mod p) = [yT(Ti)] + {-y)TpT(j - D1}
=y{yTeTH - 11+ D).
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We derive the result when p is an odd prime that if j is odd

0 (mod p) = y{yT([(pT) - 1172} - 1H{y ™I T - 112} + 1),
and if j is even

-2y (mod p) = the same expression.

If y # 0 (mod p) in the latter, -2 (mod p) uniquely factorises as either
(-1)(2) (mod p)

SO

0, 1,3 or -2 (mod p) = yT{[(pT}) - 11/2}
or as

(1)(-2) (mod p)
SO

0,2,-1or-3(modp)=yT{[(pT}) - 112}.m

The above technique can be used in the context of solving an nth degree polynomial
equation with Heegner integer coefficients and at least (n — 4) such integer solutions.

We note that y =0 (mod p) and y = 1 (mod p) are always present, the latter as a square
(mod p). The following theorem is useful in determining some further = +1 (mod p)
interrelationships between various y(P'l)/ 2,

Let 0 <y < p, with p odd (for example p prime) and m € N, then
y" = (D" (mp - y)*” (mod p).

Proof. Firstly, consider (p — 1)/2 even. Then a binomial expansion of the right hand
side, leaving out terms in mp to a power, which are = 0 (mod p), indicates that y® e
= (-y)™"? (mod p).

If (p — 1)/2 is odd, then the binomial expansion gives y(p'l)/ ’= —(—y)(p'l)/ % (mod p). B

Our theorem has the following consequences.

Taking the typical example for the p = 11 table below, y5 repeats mod 11 in three
regions, A, B and C, the above equation representing symmetries in regions B and C.

Table:p =11, (p— )2 =5.

y = (mod p) y5 y5 (mod 11) region

0 0 0 A

1 1 1 B

2 32 -1

3 243 1 O<n<(p-1/2
4 1024 1

5 3125 1

6 7776 -1 C

7 16807 -1

8 32768 -1 (p-D2<n<p
9 59049 1

10 100000 -1

11=0(mod 11) repeats
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For (p — 1)/2 odd, if 0 < n < (p — 1)/2, i.e. region B, then there are k terms = 1 (mod p)
and (p —1)/2 — k terms = -1 (mod p), so there must be in the (p — 1)/2 < n < p region C,
k terms = -1 (mod p) and (p — 1)/2 — k terms = +1 (mod p), giving the complete set of
(p — 1)/2 root positions for both 1 (mod p) and -1 (mod p).

If (p — 1)/2 is even, with the k terms = 1 (mod p) for region B below, there are k terms
= 1 (mod p) in region C, opposite in sign to the odd case. Thus there are 2k slots for
2k = (p — 1)/2 quadratic residues of 1% to 4k? in the combined B and C region, and
these slots in B (and C) are completely occupied. So k = (p — 1)/4 in the B region, and
similarly the residues = -1 (mod p) occupy k slots in this region, likewise in region C.

Table:p =17, (p— 1)/2 = 8.

y = (mod p) y y® (mod 17) region

0 0 0 A

1 1 1 B

2 256 1

3 6561 -1 O<n<(p-172
4 65536 1

5 390625 -1

6 1679616 -1

7 5764801 -1

8 16777216 1

9 43046721 1 C

10 100000000 -1

11 214358881 -1 (p-DR<n<p
12 429981696 -1

13 815730721 1

14 1475789056 -1

15 2562890625 1

16 4294967296 1

17=0 (mod 17) repeats

]

Note the generalised Fermat little theorem with q = (p — 1)/2 prime gives a formula
for y* (mod p).

We now prove the occupancy theorem.
Ifm #n < (p — 1)/2, with p prime, then m* # n* (mod p).

Proof. We will prove that m* — n® = 0 (mod p) leads to a contradiction, which would
mean (m — n)(m + n) = kp for some k.

Saym>n,thenn< (p—-1)/2,som+n<p-1<pand likewise (m—n) <p— 1. But
p, being prime, must be a factor of (m — n), (m + n) or both, and this is impossible. &

Since 1 is a square, it follows from the above considerations that when (p — 1)/2 is
even, (-1)P2 =1 (mod p), and when (p — 1)/2 is odd, (-1)*"?* = -1 (mod p). =

We have dealt with recurrence relations between numbers of the form y(P'l)/ 2
Another useful relation to determine the value of y(p'w2 (mod p) is

v)*”? (mod p) = [ (mod p)I[v*"" (mod p)]. m

(mod p).
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A basic question is then: when is a prime a square (mod p)?

If we look at the table for squares, say in the (mod 7) example that follows, there are p
squares from O to p2 —1 (mod pz), being 0% 1%, ... (p- )%

Table: p =7, squares (underlined) to p* = 49. Region E columns = region F columns.

region D 0
region E

w
|~

56

00 |—

7

N o

10111213
21222324252627
28293031323334
3536 3738394041
4243 44 45 46 47 48

next p2 49

Since, by the binomial theorem for squares,
(p+mn)°=n’ (mod p),
these p squares fill, in p iterations (mod p), all the squares that are possible (mod pz).

Likewise, since

(p-n)’=n’ (mod p),
those squares which are non-zero (mod pz), repeat in just two non-overlapping sets
(mod p2), regions E and F.

Although the non-constructive ‘pigeon hole principle’ can act as a barrier to
understanding, we now apply this principle here.

We have previously proved that there are (p — 1)/2 non-zero squares (mod p). The first
overlapping set # 0, in region E, being the first (p — 1)/2 squares (mod p*), maps to
precisely (p — 1)/2 separate squares (mod p), because otherwise there would be less

than (p — 1)/2 of them. We are using here full occupancy of the square slots. B

A ‘crossing out’ method can be used, analogous to the ‘sieve of Eratosthenes’ for
primes, for determining whether a number is or is not a square (mod p). Set up a grid
of width p and depth > (p - 1)2/4p and < [(p - 1)2/4p] + 1 with the first column
labelled 0. Determine the column for a number n given by n (mod p). Put an X in
column 0, an X in column 1 with no space between columns 0 and 1, an X in column
4 with two spaces between columns 1 and 4, and so on, increasing the number of
spaces by two each time and continuing into other rows if necessary. If the column

corresponding to n is reached, it is a square (mod p), otherwise it is not.

Quadratic reciprocity is often introduced through binary quadratic forms, discussed in
a later work, where we will prove the following ‘supplementary’ law:
202 = 1 (mod p) if p = 1 (mod 8),
202 = 1 (mod p) if p = +3 (mod 8)
and quadratic reciprocity itself, which states, for p and q distinct odd primes [10]
[P (mod g)l[g™"" (mod p)] = (-1)* P,
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If we recast this as

[P (mod @] = [(-1"2g)™"" (mod p)1,
the theorem is seen to be equivalent to the form in which Gauss put it
Let p and q be distinct odd primes. If @ =1 (mod 4), i.e. (q — 1)/2 is even, then p is a
square (mod q) if and only if q is a square (mod p). If q =3 (mod 4), i.e. (q— 1)/2 is
odd, then p is a square (mod q) if and only if -q is a square (mod p). W

We note in the table below that if a prime p (mod 12) =1 or -1 (mod p) then 3D =
(mod p), and if p (mod 12) =5 or -5 (mod p) then 37"* = -1 (mod p).

Table: p prime, q = 3.

3*D2 = 41 (mod p) p (mod 12)
9 =-1 (mod 5) 5
27 =-1 (mod 7) -5
243 =1 (mod 11) -1
729 = 1 (mod 13) 1
6561 =-1 (mod 17) 5
19683 = -1 (mod 19) -5
177147 = 1 (mod 23) -1
4782969 = -1 (mod 29) | 5
14348907 = -1 (mod 31) | -5

This is part of a more general result, supplementary to quadratic reciprocity, relating a
prime p (mod 4q) to g7 (mod p).

We can evaluate all (p — 1)/2 non-zero squares (mod p) by the method already given.

Quadratic reciprocity then gives, for a given prime q < p that is such a square, there is
a bijection between q(p'l)/ ? (mod p) and ip(q'l)/ ? (mod q), the latter of which depends
on (mod q), and for which a square or non-square p depends on q (mod 4).

Thus, g = 0 maps to p = 0 (mod 4q). If the (mod 4q) region does not contain 0, non-
zero squares determined by q° 2 =1 (mod p) are equivalent to half of the 4q values

of p # 0 (mod 4q), and non-squares map to the remaining 2q values (mod 4q). &

For p prime, if y' = 1 (mod p), then for any s € N, since y**" =1 (mod p), there
exists anr = 1/s (mod p) such that

y*" =1 (mod p).
Ify is prime, r must divide (p — 1), so likewise if y is composite. R

For 0 <n < p, (for example with p prime), m € N and r a divisor of (p — 1), then

yP "= )PV rmp — )P D" (mod p).

Proof. The result parallels the argument of the previous theorem where we had r = 2,
by using (p — 1)/rinstead of (p— 1)/2. A
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We now ask: when is a number an rth power (mod p), with t a divisor of (p — 1)?

Table: p =7 and r = 3, cubes (underlined) to p3 = 343.

region I 0
1 2 3 4 5 6
region J 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27

region K 63 64 65 66 67 68 69
119 120 121 122 123 124 125

210211212213 214 215 216
next p 343

There are p rth powers from 0 to p" — 1 (mod pTr), being 0", 1", ... (p— 1)".

Once again, by the binomial theorem,

(p+n)'=n" (mod p),
these p rth powers fill, in r iterations (mod p), all the rth powers that are possible
(mod pTr).

For r even, where effectively we are dealing with a certain type of square,
(p—n)'=n" (mod p),
so those rth powers which are non-zero (mod pTr) repeat in just two non-overlapping
sets (mod pTr), regions J and K. But for r odd
(p—n)'=-n" (mod p),
yields no new information this way, although we are able to assert that for (p — 1)/r =
2 as above, the (y(p'l)/ 2+ 1) (mod p) equivalence classes for squares and non-squares
are equivalently partitioned as (y"*"*" + 1) (mod p). Thus in this case y" belongs to
the ((y)®"*" + 1) (mod p) equivalence classes, i.e. y' = 1 (mod p). For (p — 1)/r =k,

the y" belong to the (y")* = 1 (mod p) equivalence classes. B

4. Differences and sums of powers.

Standard results in [3] for the case p = 2 are: Except for positive integers of the form
4k + 2, every positive integer can be represented as the difference of two squares.

Also: Every odd prime is uniquely the difference of two squares.

Putting p = 2 in the general binomial expansion, we infer these primes are in one of
the forms:

4k +1 = 2k + 1) — (2k)*
or

4k+3 =(2k+2°-(k+ 1) =
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Prime differences of odd prime p powers are unique for given p and of the form

Prime difference, p odd prime Form
(4r + 1)P — (4r)P 4s + 1
(4r+2)P —(d4r+ 1)° 4s +3
(4r + 3P — (4r + 2)° 4s +3
(4r + 4 — (4r + 3)° 4s + 1
4r+1+uP-@r+uP 4s +uB-u)+1

Proof. (2t + 1) — (2t)" is of the form (terms divisible by 4) + 2pt + 1.

We define two equivalence classes having remainders of 1 or 3 under division of the
above by 4. For t even = 2r, this maps to the equivalence class given by 4s + 1. For t
odd = 2r + 1, it is of the form 4s + 3.

(2t + 2)° — (2t + 1)P is of the form (terms divisible by 4) + 2pt + 3. For t even = 2r, this
is of the form 4s + 3, and for t odd = 2r + 1, its partition is 4s + 1.

The expression for the form 4s + u(3 — u) + 1 is adjusted to give the table entries
above it for u = 0, 1, 2 and 3. Since the substitution u — 4n + u for the prime
expression leaves the form in the same equivalence class, the formula extends to

arbitraryue N. &

Let p be an odd prime. Differences of prime powers (these are non-prime differences
if x #0) are of the form

Difference, p odd Form
(4r+ 1)P — (4r —x)P 4s — [(x + 1)(x” + 5% — 3)/3]
(Ar+2)P —(@r+1-x)° 4s — [(x + D(x* + 2x — 9)/3]
(4r+3)P - (dr+2-x)° 4s — [(x + (x> = x = 9)/3]
(4r+4)° — (4r+3-x)° 4s — [(x + D(x* — 4x — 3)/3]
Gr+1+uwf-@Ur+u—x* |[4s+ &+ D[B-u)u-(x/2)
+ (ux/2) — (x/3)(x + ¥2) + 1]

Proof. By the first table, chaining together (adding) the adjacent sums
[Ar+ 140’ —@r+uwl]+[@r+u)’—@r+u-1)"
results, by additive epimorphism, in a form equal to the sum of the adjacent forms.

Adding together x adjacent sums gives a number (4r + 1 + u)’ — (4r + u — x).

The form expression
4s + (x + D[(B —uw)(u — (x/2)) + (ux/2) — (x/3)(x + ¥2) + 1]
results from its composition with adjacent sums as
4s+xX+DHu@B-u)-(1+2+...+x)B-20) - (1.1+22+ ... +xx)+ X+ 1),
where (1 + 2 + ... + X) is the arithmetic sum x(x + 1)/2 and
P4+22+ .+ X2 =x[X2 + B2)x + W]/3 =x(x + D(x + %)/3.
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Once again, the substitution u — 4n + u in the expression for the number leaves it in
the same form equivalence class. B

The formulae in the above two tables are unchanged when p is an odd number > 1
rather than a prime, though for non-prime p none of the differences of powers is prime.

The adjacent differences below for even p > 0 powers are of the form

Difference, p even Form
(4r + 1)P — (4r)? 4s + 1
Ar+2)P—@dr+1)° 4s + 3
(4r+3)P — (4r+2)° 4s + 1
(4r + 4)° — (4r + 3)° 4s + 3
Ar+1+w’—@r+uwP | 4s+ Qu/3)Qu -5 -2)+1

Proof. Differences (2t + 1)° — (2t)?, where p is even, are of the form
(terms divisible by 4) + 2pt + 1 =4s + 1,

whereas differences (2t + 2)° — (2t + 1)P for even p, are of the form
(terms divisible by 4) + 2° — 1 =4s + 3.

The expression for the form 4s + (2u/3)(2u — 5)(u — 2) + 1 is adjusted to give the table
entries above it for u =0, 1, 2 and 3. Once again, since the substitution u — 4n + u for
the difference expression leaves the form in the same equivalence class, the formula

extends to arbitraryu € N. R

Let p > 0 be even. Differences of even powers are of the form

Difference, p even Form
(4r + 1P — (4r —x)P 4s — [(x + D(X° + 7x* + 13x = 3)/3]
(Ar+2P—@r+1-x) 4s — [(x + DX + 3x* = x — 9)/3]
(4r+3P—@r+2-x)P 4s — [(x + D)(X* = x> = 3x — 3)/3]
(4r + 4P — (4r + 3 —x)P 4s — [(x + D(X* = 5% + 7x = 9)/3]

Gr+1+uf—-@r+u—-x)* [4s+[(x+ 1/3][(2u-5)u-2)2u-x)
—(du-9ux + 2u-3)x2x + 1)
—x*x+ 1) + 3]

Proof. The proof is similar to that for odd p.

The form expression
4s + [(x + D/3][2u —5)(u—2)2u —x) —(4u + l)ux + (6u + 1)(x(2x +1)/3)
—x*(x+ 1) + 3]
results from chaining together (x + 1) forms beginning with
4s + 2u/3)2u-5)(u-2)+ 1
and ending with
4s+ 2u—-x)/3)Ru-5-2x)(u-2-x) + 1.
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We use the further relation
P+2+ .. +xX=x(x+ 1)/4

to obtain the final result. B

We now look at (4r + 1 + u)® + (4r + u)®, which is of the form
4s + (1 + u)’ + uP.

For p even, irrespective of whether u is even or odd, this is of the form
4s+(1+2v)’=4s+1. m

Let p > 0 be even. Sums of p powers are of the form

Sum, p even Form
(4r + 1)P + (4r — x)° 4s + 1 + [x(x” + 8x” + 20x + 10)/3]
(4r+2)° + dr+ 1 -x)° 4s + 1+ [x(x* + 4x% + 2x — 10)/3]
(Ar+3P + (@4r+2-x)° 4s + 1 + [x(x’ — 4x — 6)/3]
(Ar+ 4P + (4r+ 3 -x)° 4s + 1 + [x(x’ — 4x% + 2x — 2)/3]

Gr+l+ul+@r+u—xP |4s+1—[x3][Qu-T)u—-3)u-x-1)
—(4u-13)u-Dx-1)
+Qu-5x-1D2x-1)
—(x-1)’x + 3]

Proof.
@r+1+uf+@r+u-x)F=
[4r+1+u)’+ @r+u)P]-[@4r+u)Pf-@r+u-x)P].
In consequence, the theorem is obtainable from the result for p even in the previous
table, under the substitution for that table of u > (u—-1)andx —> (x - 1). B

Adjacent sums of odd p > 1 powers are of the form

Sum, p odd Form
(4r+ 1) + (4rp 4s+ 1
(Ar +2)P + (4r + 1)° 4s + 1
(4r +3)° + (4r + 2)° 4s + 3
(4r + 4 + (4r + 3)° 4s +3
Gr+1+uf+@r+uPf | 45— W3)Ru-7u-1)+1

Proof. For p odd = 2q + 1 > 1 the aforementioned equivalence class for
4r+1+uwP’+ @r+uwP,

being 4s + (1 + u)’ + u”, if u=2v + 1 is odd, is of the form
4s+(2q+ 1)2v+1=4s+2v+ 1.

If v is even, it is of the form 4s + 1, and if v is odd it is of the form 4s + 3.

If u is even = 2w with w even, the form is 4s + 1, and if w is odd, the form is 4s + 3.

As before, the expression for the form 4s — (u/3)(2u — 7)(u — 1) + 1 fits the table
entries above itforu=0, 1,2 and 3. &
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Let p > 1 be odd. Sums of p powers are of the form

Sum, p odd Form
Ar+ 1P + (4r —x)P 4s + 1 + (X/3)[(x” + 6x + 2)]
Ar+2f+@r+1-x)° 4s + 1+ (x/3)[(x* +3x = 7)]
Ar+3°+@r+2-x)° 4s + 3 + (x/3)[(x* - 10)]
Ar+4)° + @r+3-x)° 4s + 3 + (x/3)[(x* = 3x = 7)]

Gr+1+uwf+@r+u—x)P |4s—WB)QRu-7u-1)+1
C[x2][(4 —uw)u-x—1)
+ =D =1)=[(x=D2x = 1)/3] +2]

Proof. This results from chaining
[4r+1+u)’+ @r+u)P]-[4r+u’—-@r+u-x)"]
from previous formulae. B

The tables we have presented are periodic in the variable X, in the sense that x and the
variable x + k are in the same equivalence class for some k.

Letk € N. For p > 0 even, sums and differences are periodic with x = x + 2k. For p >
1 odd, sums and differences are periodic with x = x + 4k.

Proof. The periodicity follows directly from the tables of adjacent sums and
differences, the n in x = x + nk for differences being the smallest number which brings
the form back to 4s + 4 in (n — 1) successive adjacent additions of entries in the tables.
For sums, we are adding together two tables, the periodicity being due to the

subtracted differences. B

We will see next that by putting 1 =1and 8 =0, or =0 and 0 = 1, allows us to
express (4r + 1 + u)® and (4r + u — x)P directly.

Let p be odd and M and © complex numbers. Then there exist s, t such that
Nér+1+uP +6(4r+u—-x)=
NI2(t +s) — (1/3)[u’ = 3u> —u — 3]]
+0[2(t—s) + (1/3)[x° = 3(u - 2)x*> + (3u* — 12u + 2)x
—d+eu’ - 8u]].

Proof. Add linear combinations of the odd p sum and difference tables for general x. B

Let p be even and M and © complex numbers. Then there exist s, t such that
Nér+1+uwP+0@4r+u-x)°=
NI2(t + s) + (1/3)[2u’ — 9u® + 10u + 3]]
+0[2(t —s) + (1/3)[x* — (4u — 8)x” + (6u” — 24u + 20)x”
— (4u® - 24u” + 40u - 10)x — (2u’® - 9u? + 10u)]].

Proof. Add linear combinations of even p sum and difference tables for general x. B

If we consider (4r + v)° + (4r + v)’" and (4r + v) — (4r + v)*" for both p even and p
odd (p > 1 and r > 0), we obtain the following table.
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P Formula v Form
odd | (4r+ v)° + (4r + v)*" 0 4s
1 4s + 2
2 4s
3 4s
\% 4s + v(v-3)(v-2)
(4r + V)P — (4r + v)*" 0 4s
1 4s
2 4s
3 4s + 2
\% 4s + (V/3)(v-2)(v-1)
even | (4r + v)° + (4r + v)P! 0 4s
1 4s + 2
2 4s + 2
3 4s
v 4s —v(v-13)
(4r + v)P — (4r + v)*" 0 4s
1 4s
2 4s + 2
3 4s + 2
\% 4s — (v/3)2v-T)(v-1)

Suppose, as an example, we wanted to obtain, mod 4, the value of
(4r+v)’ + (4r + v)™?

for p odd and y even. The mod 4 form consists of one term for p odd:
[(4r + V)P + (4r + V)],

with (y/2) terms considered for (p — 1) even (the example uses y = 4):

— [ + V)P — (dr + V)PP = [(dr + V)P = (dr + V)P,
and (y — 2)/2 terms, considered for (p — 2) odd:
— [(4r + V)P = (4r + v)P7].

By this and similar techniques we obtain

P Formula y Form

odd | @r+v)’+@r+v)’” [odd |4s+[v(v-=3)/2][y(v—-1)+ (v-3)]

even | 4s + [2v/3](2v —5)(v —2) + [yv/6](v —5)(v—-1)

@r+v)yP = @r+v)* |odd |4s—[v(v-1D/6][y(v-75)—3(v-23)]

even | 4s+ [yv2](v-3)(v-1)

even | (4r+ v)’ + (4r+v)’” |odd |4s + [v(v—=3)/2][-y(v—-1)—(v-3)]

even | 4s-— [2V/3](V2 =3v—1) + [yv/6](v-5)(v-1)

@r+v)yP —@r+v)* |odd |4s—[v(v—1/6][y(v—75)+3(-23)]

even | 4s—[yv2](v-3)(v-1)

To check, we may have to use
V3)(v-=5)(v-1)=v(v-3)(v-1) (mod4),
since there may be more than one way to obtain these formulae. B
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Of special note is that, by subtracting terms like (4r + v)’ — (4r + V)P, for p even we
can now obtain terms elliptic in u and x from the previously derived sums and
differences of powers for p odd.

Formula, p even, r >0 Form
Ar+1+uf—@r+u—x)P [4s—(2x/3)-3x"—(4x/3)+ 1
+2u(—u+2+x2+3x—ux)
Gr+1+uP+@r+u—x)P [4s +(2x/3) +3x" + (4x/3) + 1
+2u(-x +u-23)

Using a typical formula such as
Gr+1+w’—@r+u—-xP=@r+1+uvf-@r+u—x)’
—[@r+1+uwf—-@r+1+u
and putting v = (1 + u) or v = (u — x), the sum and difference tables of section 5 for p
odd, and the above table for p even, then give formulae (mod 4) for arbitrary sums
and differences of powers. Thus for both p even and p odd we obtain the following
elliptic curves in u and x, linear in y, reduced mod 4.

P Formula y Form
odd |(@r+1+u)P+ odd |4s—@W/3)QRu-7u-1)+1-
(4r +u-x)"? )@ -wRu-x-D+@W@-Dx-1)-

[(x-=D2x-1D/3]+2]+
[W—x)u—-x—-1)/6][y(u—x—-5)—3@1-x-3)]

even | 4s— W/3)Ru-7)u-1)+1-

2[4 -)Ru-x-1D+@W-Dx-1)-
[(x-=D2x-1/3]+2] -

[y(u—x)/2J(u —x = 3)(u—x—1)]

Ar+1+u0) + odd |4s—-(W3)Ru-7)u-1)+1-
(4r+u—x)° 2G4 -)Ru-x-D+@-DHx-1)-
[(x-1D2x-1)/3]+2] +

[(u+ Du/6][y(u—4) —3(u-2)]

even | 4s— W/3)Ru-7)u-1)+1-
)G -)Ru-x-1D+@u-Dx-1)-
[(x—D2x - 1D/3]+2] - [yl + 1)/2](u—-2)u

(4r+1+u)f- odd |4s+ X+ D[B-w(u-(x/2)) + (ux/2) -
(4r +u—-x)» x/3)(x + V) + 1] -
[(u—x)(u—x—-1D/6][y(u—x—-5)—3@1u—x—-3)]

even |4s+ X+ D[B -uw)(u-(x/2)) + (ux/2)—
&)+ + 1]+
[y(u=x)/2J(u —x =3)(u—-x—1)]

4r+1+u)lP? - odd |4s+ &+ D[B-uw)(u-(x/2)) + (ux/2)—
(4r+u—x)° x/3)(x +Va) + 1] +
[(u+ Du/6][y(u —4) —3(u—2)]

even |4s+ X+ D[B —-u)(u-(x/2)) + (ux/2) -
x/3)(x +¥2) + 1] — [y(u + 1)/2](u — 2)u

even | (4r+ 1 +u) + odd |4s+(2x/3) +3x>+ (4x/3) + 1 +
r>0 | (4r+u—-x)" 2u(-u+ 2+ x>+ 3x —ux) +
[(u—x)(u—x—1D/6][y(u—x—-5)—3@1u—x—3)]
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cven

4s + (2x°/3) + 3x" + (4x/3) + 1 +
2u(-u + 2 + %%+ 3x —Uux) +
[y(u —x)2]J(u —x = 3)u-x-1D)]

@r+ 1+ +
(4r +u-x)°

odd

4s + (2x°/3) + 3x" + (4x/3) + 1 +
2u(-u + 2 + %%+ 3x —ux) +
[(u + Du/6][y(u—4) + 3(u —2)]

cven

4s + (2x7/3) + 3x" + (4x/3) + 1 +
2u(-u+ 2 + X2+ 3x — ux) + [y(u + 1)/2](u —2)u

(Ar+1+u)’-
(4r +u-x)"

odd

4s — (2x°13) = 3x" — (4x/3) + 1 +
2u(-u + 2 + %%+ 3x —Uux) +
[(u—x)(u—x—1)/6][y(u—x—-5)+3@u—x-3)]

cven

4s — (2x°13) = 3x" — (4x/3) + 1 +
2u(-u+ 2+ x>+ 3x — ux) — [y(u + 1)/2](u — 2)u

Ar+ 1+ -
(4r +u-x)°

odd

4s — (2x°13) = 3x" — (4x/3) + 1 +
2u(-u + 2 +x% + 3x —ux) +
[(u + Du/6][y(u—4) + 3(u—2)]

cven

4s — (2x°13) = 3x" — (4x/3) + 1 +
2u(-u+ 2 + x>+ 3x — ux) + [y(u + 1)/2](u —2)u

The corresponding formulae for e.g.
N@r+ 1+ uwP +6(4r +u—x)*
can be obtained from the above sums and differences.

The above formulae have a finite number of integer solutions mod 4, arising from the
periodicity in u, x and y — a maximum of 28 =256 possibilities, given that p has two
sets of solutions, for even and odd, and the first exponent is or is not less than the
second. Explicit calculations reduce this — less than the number of solutions derived in
elliptic curve theory from a direct application of Siegel’s theorem [26], [27]. The
theorem of Mazur puts limits on the torsion subgroup, giving crudely less than 240

possibilities [20], [21]. &

Rather than use reduction mod 4, we can proceed as follows.
q+VP—(q+ v\ =qgs+v'(v-1),

thus by ‘chaining’

q+ VP —(q+ vy =g+ v - 1) m

Exercise. René Schoof [25] poses the problem — for exponents = 2, when are
differences of powers of the form 2 (mod 4)? We ask, does 2 only = 3* - 5%in powers?

We will write such differences in the form (A + B) where

A=mP-nP
and
B =n—n"?,

or of the form (C + A), where

C=m"-mP

Since B and C are always even, so is A.

35




We first investigate the cases for A — where A is even.

A factorises as
(m-n)(m"" + m"?n + ... + n*).
Because A is not odd, so n # m — 1, the factorisation exists.

If m and n are even, then A =0 (mod 4).

Otherwise, m and n are odd.
If p is even, then

A = (m - n)(an even number of terms, each of which is odd)

=0 (mod 4).

If p is odd, if both m and n are of the form 4r + 1, or both are of the form 4r + 3, then
m —n = 4r, so

A =0 (mod 4).
If p is odd, if m is of the form 4r + 1 and n is of the form 4r + 3, or vice-versa, then
since we are dealing with

A = (m - n)(an odd number of terms, each of which is odd),
then

A =2 (mod 4).

This exhausts all the cases for the structure of A = mP — n®, for A even.

We investigate
B =nf-n"”.
Write
n=4r+j.
Then
B = (4r + )" ((4r +j) - 1).

If n=4r + 1, then
B=Ur+1)dr+1-1)=4r=0 (mod 4),
so for n = 4r + 1 there is only one case, irrespective of whether y is even or odd.

If n =4r + 3, and y is even, then
(4r+3) =1 (mod 4), so B =4r =0 (mod 4).
If n =4r + 3, and y is odd, then
B=@r+3)@r+2)=4r+2=2 (mod 4).

Ifniseven,ifn=4rthen B=0(mod 4). f n=4r +2,if p—y =1 then
B = (4r + 2)(4r + 3) =2 (mod 4),

andif p—y =1, yiseven and p is odd for n = 4r + 2, then
B=({r+2)4r+1)=2 (mod 4),

otherwise if p—y # 1, then
B =0 (mod 4).

We note that if n is negative, then if the case n positive is of the form 4r + 1, then -n is
of the form 4r + 3, likewise n = 4r + 3 implies -n = 4r + 1. This is a salient feature of
our calculations, since if p —y is even, we may need to include the case (-n)’”> = n"?.

This exhausts all the cases covering B.
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We now work out explicitly configurations for C, which is negative for y > 0. The
argument parallels that for B exactly. We write

m =4r +k,
so that

C=@r+Kk"1 - 4r+k)).

Allocating m = 4r + 1 gives
C=Ur+1)(1-4r-1)=-4r=0 (mod 4),
whereas if m = 4r + 3, first considering y even,
(4r+3) =1 (mod 4),
so in this case
C=Ur+1)({1-4r-1)or(@r+3)(1-4r-1)=0 (mod 4),
and for the y odd case
C=@r+ 1)1 -4r-3)or (4r+ 3)(1 —4r-3) =2 (mod 4).

The case for m even is likewise similar, which gives C=0 (mod 4) if p—y # 1.

The comment for B on (-n)?” solutions also holds for C with (-m)"” solutions. This is
apposite, since a reversal of sign for m in both A and C results in a cancellation of
both (-m)® terms in (C + A).

If (A+B)or(C+ A)=2 (mod 4), then for (A + B), A=0 (mod 4) and B =2 (mod 4),
or vice-versa, and similarly for (C + A).

For (A + B), if A =0 (mod 4), then m and n are even, so n = 4r + 2, y is odd and p is
even or y is even and p is odd, and p — y = 1, which breaks the stipulation of the
problem that p —y # 1, so there are no such cases.

If A =2 (mod 4), then p is odd, m is of the form 4r + 1, n is like 4r + 3 or vice-versa,
and B =0 (mod 4), so if n = 4r + 1 this satisfies, but if n = 4r + 3, then y is even.

Thus, if we consider A with B = 0 (mod 4), then the lowest such positive numbers A
are for p odd > 1, with m = 4r + 1 and n = 4r + 3 or vice-versa,
33 -17=26,5-3°=98,7° -5 =218,3° - 1° =242, 7° - 1> = 342, etc.

For the same A =2 (mod 4) with Iml > Inl, where Iml is the positive magnitude \/(mz),
we generate additional (A + B) entries for n = 4r + 1 with freedom for y (which can
also be negative), i.e. the additional terms for low powers

7 —(-3)*=262,7° - 52 =318, 7° - (-3)* = 334
and if Iml| < Inl we obtain, for low values of m and n, the (A + B) terms

3 -52=2,3-(-3=18,3 -5 =118, 3° - 57 = 218, 3° — (-3)* = 234, etc.
For n = 4r + 3 and Iml > Inl, we have the extra lowest term 57— 3% =3098.

We now realise that all terms with the (A + B) structure: positive m > positive n and
y = 0 are = 26, the lower powers and values of m and n generating the lowest (A + B).

If A=0 (mod 4) for (A + C), thenm =4r + 2. In the case C=2 (mod 4),p-y =1
again — which does not satisfy the problem criteria.

Accordingly, A =2 (mod 4) and C =0 (mod 4). For Iml > Inl and b = 4r + 1, y is even,
so we can consider a low value of (C + A) corresponding to a relatively high value of
m, e.g.

15° - 57 = 250.
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In this and the next case, if Iml < Inl and y > 0, all (C + A) terms are negative.

For (C+ A),ifn=4r+ 3,som=4r+ 1, p—y is free to range above 1. If Iml > Inl then
we have low terms like

(-7 =3°=22,5"-3"=382,9° - 3° =486, (-7)* — 3° = 2158, etc.
Some of these terms can be quite small, e.g.

13*-37=10. m
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