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Sustainable Materials Workshop Notes
Reducing the Impact of Consumption

Encourage use of car boot sales e.g. at Brighton station 

Freecycle, promote in libraries

Tools for self reliance

Sharing of tools e.g. BedZED example

Encourage repairability

Cowley Club workshops – promote to wider audience

City car club and bike sharing – encourage to reduce personal consumption

Sustainable Materials

Local materials include sheep’s wool which could be used as an insulation material, flint which could be used as local building material and incorporated to reflect local vernacular. Timber – Preston Forest as local example. 

Albion – lots of chalk waste being created – will this be reused?

Chalk quarry at New Haven – what is the end market?

Hemp – Brighton used to produce a lot of hemp, could be reintroduced and used as a building material
Training courses for trades people in natural and local resource use including lime mortar
Encourage recycled goods such as rag rugs

Carbon labelling of goods could help consumers to choose more sustainable products

Information is key – need full directory of local resources, repair shops, swap shops etc – could expand Green Guide?

Council could give priority to sustainable businesses e.g. repair shops (there are some computer and washing machine repair shops already in Brighton, these need to be promoted).

Open source soft ware can increase the useful life of IT equipment and reduce power consumption

Need to train Linux users and encourage and support schools in using open source, especially as this will reduce costs too – the council could do this

Local school lunches

Council could encourage producers to use recycled / reused products e.g. phones are currently collected for re-use / use of components, Germany does this a lot 
WEEE legislation to encourage reuse and recyclability / recycled content in products

Collection points at waste sites (and let people take resources, at own risk) and collection service for unwanted goods, 

Information on reuse / recycling could be included on council tax bill? Need central point of information / directory, on line resource and printed

Recycling for flats – needs to be incorporated into the planning policy

Shopping as a hobby – need to find sustainable alternatives (e.g. make own clothes?!)
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