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Local Economy and Fair Trade Workshop Notes
Employment and local economy

Fair Trade – encourage use of fair trade goods through council procurement and Fair Trade city status (check)

Local v multinational eg Amex
Worklessness – council and businesses to work together to increase opportunities for training and work

Low wages in B&H is a key issue – look at using the Fair Wage model

Grow more local produce on council owned land

Better connections between local farmers and catering / restaurants

Does fair trade take away revenue from the local economy?

Rent – cap it!

Inclusiveness, Participation and Democracy
Support and promote:

independent businesses

Introduce local currency

Increase food growing

LETS scheme – promotion

Council – honesty and transparency

Businesses: support local events, link with charities

Individuals:

Support local business first

Education

Brighton and Hove pound

Honesty transparency

Participate in Lets

2020 Local Strategic Partnership

Businesses, voluntary sector, council, sustainability forum, 3 months, working group – some debate about whether their work and opportunity to be involved had been promoted sufficiently (eg only 3 people had heard of LSP)

Ownership and Affordability
Affordable rents – regulate landlords to ensure affordability, quality and long term security, fair rents programme?

Urban design – use examples such as communities in Freiburg / Vauban where shared resources are part of urban fabric, e.g. shared spare rooms, laundry etc. Internal management of housing coops saves money
Use and promote the cooperative model – housing co-ops to share resources and increase access and affordability, food coops to increase access to decent affordable food

Community land trusts? (some debate about what these are and difference between clt and coops)

Ban buy to let (and programmes such as the property ladder)!

Compulsory purchase of empty properties (Empty Dwellings Order)

Move from competition towards cooperation

Brighton Pound – Ecoop

Local project where coop members were able to build their own homes (had to commit to 30 hours a week etc) and received reduced rent

Encourage urban growing, veg swap, projects such as Land fit

Set up credit union to enable people to get no-interest loans if needed
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