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The problem is, politicians and judges don't understand physics and have 

trouble understanding that the business of carbon capture is inherently much 

more difficult than the usual chemical pollution measures. As far as I know, 

the "Best Available Control Technology" currently is... none. Carbon capture 

has never been implemented in a power station, full stop, not even as a 

proof-of-concept prototype, and there's reasons to think it wouldn't be 

doable except maybe in power stations sited in places with very particular 

geology. I don't know if any power station is currently sited or projected 

for such a location. 

 

Cheers, 

 

Doly García 

 ___________________________________________________ 
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There is a working CCS station in Germany now: 

 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/7584155.stm 

 

http://www.engineerlive.com/articles_powerEngineer/?/IT_Automation/2008/11/

06/21069/Pilot_plant_tests_carbon_capture_and_storgage_by_oxy-fuel_firing/ 

 

Smallish scale but I think it is accepted as a proof of concept. Other  

projects at the bottom of this link: 

 

http://www.climatechangecorp.com/content.asp?contentid=5748 

 

I think the best thing about the (possible) implications of the EPA decision  

is the shift it could put on the investment case - something politicians and  

judges are more used to dealing with - for coal vs. renewables. The case  

for energy efficiency should be further strengthened. 

 

Regards 

 

[a contributor] 

 ________________________________________________ 
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Hi Graham�
��
Can I query your second point re: "oxygenator"? What exactly is this and how would it 
improve the efficiency of a CCGT such as Shoreham? �
��
Thanks�
 
[a contributor] 
 ____________________________________________________________ 
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Thanks Graham - It's all new to me but I'll check it out. �
��
Regards  
 
[a contributor] 
 __________________________________________________________ 
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“The veggie diesel is worth another 10% off the net carbon”. �
��
No, that doesn't work out like that, because the carbon of the veggie diesel came from 
coal in this case. So when you burn the veggie diesel, that carbon gets released in the 
atmosphere. It's a plus carbon, not a minus carbon.�
��
Cheers,�
��
Doly García 
� BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB�
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“There is a working CCS station in Germany now”. 
 

OK, that's quite recent, I didn't know about it. I'd like to know what is 

the EROEI for it. I'd also like to know what are the guarantees that the 

carbon dioxide will never escape (otherwise, this wouldn't be avoiding 

climate change, just delaying it by an unknown amount of time). 
 
Cheers,�
��
Doly García 

 ____________________________________________________ 
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 “However I think the prevailing view is that if the oil/gas fields have 

been impermeable to methane that they will be the same for CO2”. 

 

In principle, yes. But then, we drill holes in them to get the gas out. 

Reminds me of what I read in a manual of boat repairs: "GRP hulls are a 

wonderful thing, the way they are made they're perfectly watertight. And the 

next thing people do, they start drilling holes in them... That's where 

practically all the leaks are." 
 
Cheers,�
��
Doly García 

  


